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Sec. 53a-22. Use of physical force in making arrest or preventing escape.

ü (a) For purposes of this section, a reasonable belief that a person has committed an 
offense means a reasonable belief in facts or circumstances which if true would in law 
constitute an offense. If the believed facts or circumstances would not in law constitute an 
offense, an erroneous though not unreasonable belief that the law is otherwise does not 
render justifiable the use of physical force to make an arrest or to prevent an escape from 
custody. A peace officer or an authorized official of the Department of Correction or the 
Board of Parole who is effecting an arrest pursuant to a warrant or preventing an escape 
from custody is justified in using the physical force prescribed in subsections (b) and (c) 
of this section unless such warrant is invalid and is known by such officer to be invalid.
(b) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a peace officer or authorized 
official of the Department of Correction or the Board of Parole is justified in using 
physical force upon another person when and to the extentthat he reasonably believes 
such to be necessary to: (1) Effect an arrest or prevent the escape from custody of a 
person whom he reasonably believes to have committed an offense, unless he knows that 
the arrest or custody is unauthorized; or (2) defend himself or a third person from the use 
or imminent use of physical forcewhile effecting or attempting to effect an arrest or 
while preventing or attempting to prevent an escape.
(c) A peace officer or authorized official of the Department of Correction or the Board of 
Parole is justified in using deadly physical forceupon another person for the purposes 
specified in subsection (b) of this section only when he reasonably believes such to be 
necessary to: (1) Defend himself or a third person from the use or imminent use of 
deadly physical force; or (2) effect an arrest or prevent the escape from custody of a 
person whom he reasonably believes has committed or attempted to commit a felony 
which involved the infliction or threatened infliction of serious physical injury and if, 
where feasible, he has given warning of his intent to use deadly physical force.



ü Connecticut G.S. Sec. 53a-3.

ü (3) "Physical injury" means impairment of physical condition or pain;
(4) "Serious physical injury" means physical injury which creates a substantial risk 
of death, or which causes serious disfigurement, serious impairment of health or 
serious loss or impairment of the function of any bodily organ;
(5) "Deadly physical force"means physical force which can be reasonably 
expected to cause death or serious physical injury;
(6) "Deadly weapon"means any weapon, whether loaded or unloaded, from which 
a shot may be discharged, or a switchblade knife, gravity knife, billy, blackjack, 
bludgeon, or metal knuckles. The definition of "deadly weapon" in this subdivision 
shall be deemed not to apply to section 29-38 or 53-206;
(7) "Dangerous instrument"means any instrument, article or substance which, 
under the circumstances in which it is used or attempted or threatened to be used, is 
capable of causing death or serious physical injury, and includes a "vehicle" as that 
term is defined in this section and includes a dog that has been commanded to 
attack, except a dog owned by a law enforcement agency of the state or any political 
subdivision thereof or of the federal government when such dog is in the 
performance of its duties under the direct supervision, care and control of an 
assigned law enforcement officer;



ü Connecticut G.S. 53a-3

ü (11) A person acts "intentionally" with respect to a result or to 
conduct described by a statute defining an offense when his conscious 
objective is to cause such result or to engage in such conduct;
(12) A person acts "knowingly" with respect to conduct or to a 
circumstance described by a statute defining an offense when he is 
aware that his conduct is of such nature or that such circumstance 
exists;
(13) A person acts "recklessly" with respect to a result or to a 
circumstance described by a statute defining an offense when he is 
aware of and consciously disregards a substantial and unjustifiable risk 
that such result will occur or that such circumstance exists. The risk 
must be of such nature and degree that disregarding it constitutes a 
gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a reasonable person 
would observe in the situation;
(14) A person acts with "criminal negligence" with respect to a result 
or to a circumstance described by a statute defining an offense when he 
fails to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that such result will 
occur or that such circumstance exists. The risk must be of such nature 
and degree that the failure to perceive it constitutes a gross deviation 
from the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe in the 
situation;



üConnecticut Sec. 53a-59. Assault in the first degree: Class B 

felony: (a) A person is guilty of assault in the first degree when: 

(1) With intent to cause serious physical injury to another 

person, he causes such injury to such person or to a third 

person by means of a deadly weapon or a dangerous 

instrument; or (3) under circumstances evincing an extreme 

indifference to human life he recklessly engages in conduct 

which creates a risk of death to another person, and thereby 

causes serious physical injury to another person; or (5) with 

intent to cause physical injury to another person, he causes such 

injury to such person or to a third person by means of the 

discharge of a firearm.



üConnecticut G.S. Sec. 53a-54a. Murder. (a) A person is guilty of 
murder when, with intent to cause the deathof another person, he 
causes the death of such personé

üConnecticut G.S. Sec. 53a-55. Manslaughterin the first degree: 
Class B felony. (a) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the first 
degree when: (1) With intent to cause serious physical injuryto 
another person, he causes the death of such person or of a third 
person; or (3) under circumstances evincing an extreme 
indifference to human life, he recklessly engages in conduct which 
creates a grave risk of death to another person, and thereby causes 
the death of another person.

üConnecticut G.S. Sec. 53a-58. Criminally negligent homicide: Class 
A misdemeanor. (a) A person is guilty of criminally negligent 
homicide when, with criminal negligence, he causes the death of 
another person, except where the defendant caused such death by 
a motor vehicle.



US Constitution Amendment IV

ÅThe right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be 
seized.

US Constitution AMENDMENT XIV

Section 1.

ÅAll persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the 
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.



Connecticut Constitution 

ARTICLE FIRST, DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, Section 7

Connecticut State Constitution

Å The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and possessions from 
unreasonable searches or seizures; and no warrant to search any place, or to seize any 
person or things, shall issue without describing them as nearly as may be, nor without 
probable cause supported by oath or affirmation.

ARTICLE FIRST, DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, Section 8

Å In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by himself and by 
counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted by 
the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to obtain witnesses in his behalf; 
to be released on bail upon sufficient security, except in capital offenses, where the proof 
is evident or the presumption great; and in all prosecutions by indictment or information, 
to a speedy, public trial by an impartial jury. No person shall be compelled to give 
evidence against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process 
of law, nor shall excessive bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall 
be held to answer for any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless on a 
presentment or an indictment of a grand jury, except in the armed forces, or in the militia 
when in actual service in time of war or public danger. Sec. 8 amended in 1982. See Art. 
XVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.

ARTICLE FIRST, DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, Section 9

Å No person shall be arrested, detained or punished, except in cases clearly warranted by 
law.



Garrity v. New Jersey, 385 U.S. 493 (1967)

1. I am being questioned as part of an investigation by this agency into potential violations of 
department rules and regulations, or for my fitness for duty. This investigation concerns 
_______________________________________________________________________.

2. I have invoked my Miranda rights on the grounds that I might incriminate myself in a 
criminal matter.

3. I have been granted use immunity. No answer given by me, nor evidence derived from the 
answer, may be used against me in any criminal proceeding, except for perjury or false 
swearing.

4. I understand that I must now answer questions specifically, directly and narrowly related to 
the performance of my official duties or my fitness for office.

5. If I refuse to answer, I may be subject to discipline for that refusal which can result in my 
dismissal from this agency.

6. Anything I say may be used against me in any subsequent department charges.

7. I have the right to consult with a representative of my collective bargaining unit, or another 
representative of my choice, and have him or her present during the interview.

Authorizing Official: __________________________

Signature:________________________________

Date:_______________ Time:_____________

Location:_________________________________

Witnessed by:______________________________

______________________________



Federal/State/Local Authority



Newtonian Theories

I. Every object in a state of uniform motion tends to remain in that state of motion 

unless an external force is applied to it. 

II. The relationship between an object's mass m, its acceleration a, and the applied 

force F is F = ma. Under Newton, F = ma, but under Aristotle F = mv, where v is 

the velocity. Thus, according to Aristotle there is only a velocity if there is a 

force, but according to Newton an object with a certain velocity maintains that 

velocity unlessa force acts on it to cause an acceleration (that is, a change in the 

velocity). 

III. For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. 
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